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OFF|E SAYS MUMBAI BATSMAN HAS THE F POTENTIAL TO BE ONE OF THE GREATS

Rohit will come out of
this slumpglarbhajan

ok 1

GLAM QUOTIENT: Harbhajan Singh and actor Amrita Rao at a news conference at a city hotel on Tuesday —PRAKASH PARSEKAR.DNA
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Harbhajan Singh can empathise
with Rohit Sharma. The Mumbai
batsman was dropped from the India
squad for the Sri Lanka Tri series
and the Champions Trophy in South
Africa, after a run of poor scores. Ro-
hit's talent was never indoubt but his
lackadaisical approach has got ad-

ministrators and selectors thinking
about his ability to handle fame.

However, Harbhajan, who has had
his own problems with discipline and
form over a decadeJong career; feels
this hitch for Rohit couldn’t have
come at a better time.

“Rehit is supremely talented,
someone who is God-gifted. But we
have tounderstand that he isonly 21-
22 years old. He has had so much ex-
posure already. He will learn and
come out of this bad slump. Some-
times, despite all the talent in the
world, runs just stop coming. It hap-
pens to the best. Even Sachin Ten-

Sharma’s injury not serious

Rohit Sharma injured his shoul-
der during the All India Buchi
Babu t;urmment in( ﬁ"m
Nadu Cricket Association X! last
week. However, Mumbai physlo.

“bony bruising” was diagnosed.

dulkar gets bowled for a duck,” Harb-
hajan told DNA.

“I rate Rohit very highly: I have full
confidence that he will be back mthe
side sooner than later But1 also
think this jhatka has come at the
right time for him. He has got a
chance to regroup and have a go
again. | am sure he will come out
stronger from this ordeal. It'sall part
of ¢ricket. You get dropped, then you
get picked. Through it all, it'’s impor-

or him to be back to
action. It wasn't serious but
very painful for him,” Ashai
said. “We will get the results of
an MRI scan in a couple of days.
Then we will know how serious
the injury is.”

tant to keep your head about you,”
Harbhajan added.

The 29-year-old offie believes that
Rohit has it in him to be the next
Rahul Dravid for India. “He has the
potential to beone of the greats in In-
dian batting. He can be India’s
Dravid. He just needs more focus.
And he has the biggest example of
that focus right here in Mumbai.
Look at Sachin Tendulkar Almost
worshipped from the time he was 16,
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lost his focus,” Harbhajan said.

In the city for a curtain raiser of
the ericket season that starts with the
BCCI Corporate Trophy from Sep-
tember 1, Harbhajan also highlight-
ed the need to play more Tests in the
coming years.

“I wish we would play more Tests
in a year. We are playing enough
Twenty20s and ODIs. T would per-
sonally like to play 12-15 Tests ina
year. People like to watch T20 but all

« cricketers will tell you Test cricket is

the real thing. Every format of the
game has its own charm. But T would
love to plav more Tests,” he said.

On the dwindling interest in Tests,
he said, “I think the format is good.
The idea is to create a buzz, Maybe
give school children free tickets to
come and watch the games. Maybe
schedule the game in such a way so
that the last two days fall on a week
end. The Ashes series has been draw-
ing capacity crowds.”



